[Liver transplantation associated with combined adjuvant treatment in hepatocellular carcinoma. Feasibility and preliminary results].
Combined adjuvant therapy was prospectively assessed in 7 patients receiving orthotopic liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma complicating cirrhosis. The protocol included hepatic arterial chemotherapy while waiting for transplant, immediate preoperative liver irradiation, and early postoperative chemotherapy. There were no postoperative deaths, and morbidity included mainly hematologic toxicity of chemotherapy. Two patients died of tumor recurrence 6 and 14 months after transplant. The remaining 5 patients are alive and free of disease with a follow-up of 7 to 26 months. These results show the feasibility of aggressive adjuvant therapy in patients transplanted for hepatocellular carcinoma and suggest a possible effect of such a protocol on the prevention of tumor recurrence.